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Background

Dr. Livy Williams is a Research Entomologist in the European Biological Control Laboratory,
Montpellier, France. This assignment is new since July 2010. He serves as Lead Scientist of the
research project entitled ““Discovery and Evaluation of Classical Biological Control Agents for
Invasive Eurasian Weeds Affecting Agricultural and Natural Areas”, which encompasses the
research of five scientists. Livy also serves as Acting Laboratory Director when necessary. He
has authored or co-authored 43 peer-reviewed papers (1248 citations, h-index = 21, i10 index =
32). Livy is trained as an insect biologist, with additional emphasis in plant biology and statistics.
His research is focused on studies of plant-arthropod interactions, usually in a pest control setting.
His areas of expertise include chemical ecology, insect behavior, nutritional ecology as related to
conservation biological control, parasitoid biology, spatial ecology, and herpetology. He also has
experience in foreign field research, including exploration for natural enemies of weeds and
insects on several continents. He has worked in a variety of crop systems, including cotton, spring
pea/fall wheat, soybean, alfalfa, olives, grapes, cole crops, and melons, in addition to natural
desert ecosystems. Insect groups on which he has worked include plant bugs, stink bugs,
whiteflies, leafhoppers, Coleoptera, Lepidoptera, tephritid fruit flies, as well as natural enemies of
these groups. His experience with weeds includes saltcedar, perennial pepperweed, and Russian
olive, and the insects associated with them. Livy has been a member of the Entomological Society
of America for more than 30 years, and has served the society at several times; currently he is
Governing Board Representative for the International Branch.
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